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Speed Traps
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Governments and police 
continue to target motorists 
with more speed cameras and 
tougher penalties despite the 
failure of  ôspeed killsõ policies, 
reports Alan Buckingham 

Saving Lives or 
Raising Revenue?
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Scientific evidence behind the 
oft-heard slogan ôSpeed Killsõ 
is flawed. Based on this flaky 

evidence draconian policies are being 
introduced that harm mostly safe 

drivers rather than dangerous drivers, 
because most safe drivers speed.
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Does speed kill?
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Too little speed and accidents
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Speed Traps

While all speeding implies speed, 
it does not necessarily imply 
excessive speed. Few would claim 
that driving 10 km/h above the 
speed limit on an empty motorway 
in good conditions constitutes 
driving with excessive speed. 
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The (in)effectiveness of speed cameras 
in saving lives
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An American 40 year-old, seat-belted, 
alcohol-free driver in a large car is 
less likely to be killed in 600 miles 

of  interstate driving than on a 
journey of  the same distance 

in a schedule airline.
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Fatal road accidents are very rare events
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The whole point of  speed cameras 
is to increase the rate of  reduction 
in the number of  serious and 
fatal accidents, but the data 
show the reverse. 

Figure 1: Road Fatalities in Britain Per Billion 
Kilometres 1966-2001

Note: Logging the data is helpful when analysing trends since it 
shows consistent yearly decreases as a straight line and helps 
reveal deviations from it. Source: Department for Transport 
(DFT), Transport Statistics Great Britain: 2002 Edition (London: 
The Stationary Office, 2002).
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