Dear Sir

claims of accident reductions at speed camera sites

I read in the (xxxx newspaper / website) that you claim (yyy%) reduction in (zzz accidents / crashes / casualties / seriously injured / KSI / fatalities) at speed camera sites in your area. I find the claims astonishing, and I wonder how carefully you have prepared your figures. I expect a brief but clear and accurate answer to each numbered point. 

1) How have you compensated for site level regression to the mean?

2) Have you properly adjusted your figures to allow for improvements in national trends? (Obviously where there is a national trend in a particular class of accident or casualty, it would be unreasonable to attribute that part of the local improvement to your cameras.)

3) How big are the sites where you claim these improvements? Are the cameras really responsible for the claimed improvements at the more distant points within the sites?

4) What has been the effect of other safety treatments applied at camera sites that may have been installed at a similar time to the camera?

5) What percentage of the entire improvement have you attributed to speed cameras? What is your justification for the figure? 

6) Have you measured and compensated for any change in traffic volumes at the camera sites?

7) Have you examined the accident figures for casualty displacement that may have been caused by the cameras? What are your general findings?

8) If the items above have been properly considered, what is the statistical significance of the remainder?

9) Have you chosen to selectively report a favourable class or classes of accidents or road user casualty? How did other groups fare?

10) Have you chosen to selectively report particular comparison periods to exaggerate or maximise the “benefits” you are claiming? 

11) If you look at whole county figures going back at least fifteen years and spanning the introduction of speed cameras, do you see any change in trends over the period of camera introduction? Please be sure to examine separately figures for casualties, serious injuries and fatalities.  Which three-year period shows the greatest overall improvement? Was that before or after the cameras?

I am quite sure that you understand the importance of openness, honesty and accuracy when providing accident information to the public. It is quite literally a matter of life and death - anything less than proper rigour would clearly be completely unacceptable.

I look forward to your considered reply.

Yours faithfully

