Appendix E 

PROPOSAL FOR AN OFFENCE OF USING A HAND-HELD MOBILE PHONE WHILE DRIVING

REPLY FORM

Name Paul Smith

Organisation (if applicable) Safe Speed

Question 1

Do you agree with the proposal to introduce a specific offence to ban the use of hand-held mobile phones by drivers? 

 

Yes, I agree with the proposal to ban the use of hand-held mobile phones by drivers.




No, I do not agree with this proposal. 


Check

Please explain your reasons:

1) Research shows clearly that hands-free equipment causes just as much danger. It has been correctly noted that a ban against hands free equipment would be very difficult or impossible to enforce.

2) The broadly worded proposal would catch safe practices as well as dangerous ones. In particular use in stationary traffic would be an offence, but causes no danger. We have visions of Police activity where phone users stuck in traffic are targeted and the law and the police would be brought into disrepute.

3) Forcing drivers to purchase hand free equipment would make the dangerous uses of mobile phones harder to detect, and might well encourage mobile phone use at the wheel. The proposed legislation would be sending the false message: “Hands free is safe”.

4) If the police are unable to enforce the present law adequately, would a new law really make their job any easier?

5) It’s probable that some people are fully able to safely use a mobile phone while at the wheel. The proposed legislation would make no distinction between safe and dangerous mobile phone use.

6) All private individuals who have decided to spend £200 on a hands free installation are going to use it. This is another way that the proposed legislation will encourage mobile phone use at the wheel. 



Question 2

Do you agree that the proposed offence should not include hands-free phones?

 

Yes, I agree that the proposed new offence should not include hands-free mobile phones.


Check

No, I consider that further action is required on the use of hands-free phones by drivers.




Please explain your reasons (if you have answered “no” please say what action you think should be taken):

1) Offences would be too difficult to detect.

2) The emergency services would be affected

3) An exception for the emergency services would create resentment



Question 3

Do you agree that there should be no exemptions from the proposed offence?


Yes, I agree that there should be no exemptions.


Check

No, I consider that there should be exemptions.




Please explain your reasons 

No exemptions would be required.

Question 4

Do you agree that the new offence should be subject to penalty points and discretionary disqualification when a suitable opportunity arises? 



Yes, I agree that the penalty should be raised in this way.




No, I do not agree that the penalty needs to be raised.
Check

Please explain your reasons:

The risk of penalty points applied for a safe practice is too great.



Question 5 

Do you have any comments on the detail of the proposed new regulation set out in Annex A?

Nothing which isn’t adequately covered elsewhere in this response.



Question 6

Do you have any comments on the partial Regulatory Impact Assessment (Annex B)?

No.



Question 7

Do you have any comments to make on the consultation process?

Beware of replies from vested interests. You probably have a great many replies from makers and installers of hands free equipment hoping to use the proposed legislation for profit.



If you have any concerns about the way this consultation has been consulted, you may send them to Martin Leppert, DfT, Zone 4/12, Great Minster House, 76 Marsham St, London SW1P 4DR or e-mail: martin.leppert@dft.gsi.gov.uk

Please return this form by Monday 25 November 2002 to:

David Peagam

Road Safety Division

Department for Transport

Zone 2/11, Great Minster House

76 Marsham Street

LONDON SW1 4DR

Direct Line: 020 7944 2046
Fax: 020 7944 2029


Or email: roadsafety@dft.gsi.gov.uk

