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eaths rise in the snap-happy coum:y

ROAD destlis have soared
in Essax — whera motorisis
are most likaly to be caught
over the speed limit.

The county, which boesis 80
fixed speed cameras, has top-
ped s Government ‘league table’
ior the highest number of
spesding prosecutions.

Ona in gix drivers there has
heen finad for speeding.

Yei 116 peopie disd on ils
roads iast yezr — a rise of 25 per
catil since it joined the cash-
for-cameras schema.

The tabile shows 213,861
drivers were prosecuted for
exceeding the limit in EZssex
during 2002 - 44 fimes mora
than in Gloucestrsnire, whera

MDTORI‘;’[‘S only mar-
ginally over the speed
Iimit will receive just two
penalty points on their
licences in a massive
revamp of the “totting-up’
procedure.

Under the current system,
three points are given, regard-
less of the severity ol the
offence.

At 12 points drivers autnmiat-
eally Inge thelr icences, meaning
they can be banned from the
road with just four minor oifences
in three years,

In tuture, they would probably
heve to commit sk minor or two
mujor offences pelfore losing
their lieences.

IInder the plan, those who
seriously exceed the speed lmit
would face up to six penally
podnks,

The Government's elimbdown
on the penalty points system
fallows public outroge ai the
SORMNE nimber of speed camera
prosecutions,

With 30,600 motorists banned
in 2002, there are fears that those
who need their lcences for waork
are losing their livelihoods tor
relotively minor infringements.

More than three million prose-
outions are expacted thia year

Motorists believe the system,
policed by 8,000 specd comerns,
{3 more concernad with raising

By Transport Editor

just 4,799 were prosecuted. Yei
at the same 1lma, ithe Essex
Partnership's figuras show
fatalities rose from 87 in 2000 1o
116 last year.,

Eseex hostad one of the origi-
nal eipht flagship pilot schemes
for the ‘cash-for-cameras’ initia-
tlve now in foree arross most of
Britain.

Last night, critics suspected
Essex's embarrassing road
safety !igursa may have
prompiod the Government's
decislon o daefay fis raport into
the eifectiveneses af the
pllot sehemes until aiter local
glections on Junz 10. Thames

enalty points
hake-up as

Iry Srows over
)eed cameras

By Ray Massey
Transport Editor

eash than Improving road safety,
Transpurt Seccetary Allstalr
Darling insisted the new totting-
up system 3tmed ‘Lo make the
punishment fit the crime’.

But the timing of the
announcement - weeks hefore
key local government and Euro-
pean elections - has aroused
suspleions of Downing Street
spin to defuse widespread anger
over speed cameras.

There iz also deep suspicion
about the Governnent's deci-
sion to delay o report, due this
week, into the performance of
the eight original speed camera

‘Punishment
fits the crime’

pilot schemes. This has been
put oft until after the June 10
elections,

Speed camera eonvictlons
soared by 40 per cent in 2002,
CGovernment figures ahowed
earlier this month.

More than 14million motorists
were fined 280 and given thres
ponaltyyuints an their Hoences
- a fivefold rise since the flrsi
cameras were installed in 1998

Datalls of the new svstem arve
yet to be finalised. Transport

Valley, third in the tabie, was
also one of the first eight pilot
schemes.

Lancashire, In second place, is
one of 12 areas whers drivers
can take an £65 ‘speed aware- -
ness’ course Insizad of being
fined.

Drivers In Gloucesiershire are
thae lsast likely to be caught
speading, along with those in
Gwent, the City of London,
North Yorkshire, Merseyside,
Cumbria, Surrey, and Durham.

Each area prosecuted fswar
‘than 10,000 motorists.

Essex has admitied a pocl of
100 poiica officers on axtra
apesd camera duties claimed
£510,000 in ovartime lnst year,

lickets:

Thamaa l.’aﬂe Y
yshire:

officials are expected 1o con-
gidar o ‘range’ of exible penal-
ties - from zero Lo six points.

Mr Darling said; 'We must
reduce speeding but the pub-
e must have confidence that
the punishment fits the crime.’

Tory transport apokesman
Damian Green spid the Gov-
ernment had stolen the Tores'
Fanc'r of revamping the inflex-
ble totting-up system.

He called for it to adopt
anoather by scrapplng
the ‘partnerships’ belween
police, local authorities and
road safety groups, which run
speed camern enforcement,

Under these ‘cash-for-cam-
Erss schemes, police forces

re allowed to keep around &
I:‘uim of the fines.

Crities say this encourages
forees 10 use the cameras
for fundraising rather than
saving Hves.

RAC Foundation executive
director Edmund King
yes:erdﬁ' weleomed the
revamnp, with reservations.

"It doesn't go [ar encugh,’
he said. “There’s no doubt
that this is in response to the
backlash from motorists and
rank-and-flle pollcemen.’

Last week, the Police Fed-
eration s speed cameras
were destroying the reia-
tionship between police and
law-abiding eitizens.
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