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Politicians running on empty, say motorists

Labour might be favourite to win a third term on 5 May, but it will need to work hard to improve its standing amongst motorists, according to exclusive research for RAC.

Just five per cent of voters surveyed believe their motoring lives have improved since 1997 and most (55%) think it is now worse.  Additionally, 53 per cent think the Government has been poor at addressing their needs
.

Motorists are also critical of existing initiatives, with most saying they have made no improvement to motoring or have made life worse**.

RAC spokesman Philip Hale said:  “Motorists are not a minority interest group – 28 million of the 44 million British voters drive regularly.  All political parties have a challenge to win the hearts, minds and votes of the UK’s motorists.  People think politicians have ignored their concerns about daily life on the road and want action on practical measures.”

In response, RAC has developed its own five-point manifesto to improve life on the road:

1. Traffic police

Of all detection methods, a dramatic increase in high visibility, high profile policing of our roads would have the greatest positive impact on driver behaviour – 35 per cent of motorists say visible traffic policing has an immediate and significant effect on the way they drive
.

However, the most recently available figures show a seven per cent decline in traffic police numbers between 1999 and 2002.

RAC is calling for an increase in traffic police numbers to reverse this decline and to support previous pledges on traffic policing across the UK.

2. Speed cameras

As police numbers fall, cameras rise and there are now 6,000 speed cameras across the UK, issuing £112 million in fines annually
.  However, these have little effect on motorists’ overall attitude, with 55 per cent still admitting to speeding every day and 34 per cent of motorists wanting to see all speed cameras removed2.  

RAC believes speed cameras have a limited effect on road safety and is calling for a thorough review of all speed camera sites in the UK, to ensure each one can demonstrate a proven effect in reducing accidents and those that cannot are removed.  Along with a greater investment in traffic police and better driver training, RAC supports a greater use of interactive, speed-sensitive signs that remind and encourage motorists to drive within the limit, but are not punitive.

3. Uninsured drivers
Every honest motorist pays an extra £60 a year on insurance premiums to fund the one million who drive and have accidents when uninsured.

RAC is calling for swift implementation of all proposals from last year’s Greenaway Report into uninsured driving, particularly education and penalty measures to combat uninsured driving amongst younger motorists.  

4. Fuel prices

The UK has the cheapest pre-tax fuel supply in Europe, and the most expensive post-tax pump price – 75 per cent of the pump price is made up of tax and fuel duty.  The total tax bill for Britain’s motorists is more than £42 billion a year, with the average family car running up a £5,300 bill each year including £1000 in fuel
.  90 per cent of motorists say their lives would be impossible without a car and high fuel prices hit hardest those who can least afford it.

RAC is calling for a continued freeze on fuel duty in the short term and a proportion of fuel duty proceeds to be clearly ring-fenced for direct investment in transport infrastructure, to help develop viable alternatives to the car, particularly in urban areas. 

In the longer term, RAC supports a complete review of current motoring taxation compared to other methods, such as “pay-per-mile” road user charging and congestion charging.

5. Speed bumps

As a traffic calming measure, speed bumps have been criticised by emergency services and have made life worse for 65 per cent of regular motorists1.

RAC is calling for greater involvement of local residents in planning consultations, to decide the most appropriate levels and measures of traffic calming in their own local areas.  RAC also supports use of alternative traffic calming methods such as road markings, chicanes and width restrictors, where they may be more appropriate.

“All parties have made longer term political pledges to combat congestion and make better use of our road space, but our research suggests this does not affect motorists’ daily lives – or their votes.   There are immediate, local issues people want to see politicians taking action on”, concluded Hale.

Ends

Notes to Editor:

Motorists’ attitudes to motoring life since 1997:

	
	National
	London
	Rest of South
	Midlands & Wales
	North
	Scotland

	My motoring life is worse
	55
	61
	57
	54
	55
	53

	Government has not addressed my motoring needs
	53
	58
	53
	51
	53
	53


**Percentage of motorists saying measures have had no positive impact:

	
	National
	London
	Rest of South
	Midlands & Wales
	North
	Scotland

	Speed cameras
	67
	72
	66
	66
	69
	69

	Congestion charging
	71
	65
	69
	69
	76
	84

	Speed bumps
	78
	85
	76
	79
	79
	78

	Bus lanes
	65
	70
	62
	65
	63
	67

	Car share lanes
	80
	83
	80
	77
	79
	83


With 7 million members, RAC is one of the UK's most progressive motoring organisations and the first choice provider for both private and business motorists. Whether it's roadside assistance, windscreen repair and replacement, learning to drive, vehicle inspections, legal and financial services or up-to-the-minute traffic and travel information - RAC is able to meet all motorists’ needs.

RAC was ranked the top roadside rescue and recovery company in the J.D. Power and Associates 2004 UK Roadside Assistance StudySM. Study based on responses from 23,641 owners and drivers of 51 and 02 registered vehicles who required roadside assistance. www.jdpower.com









� YouGov research for RAC, April 2005: Base 1,722 UK motorists


� RAC Report on Motoring 2005. Base: 1,079 UK motorists.


� Bob Ainsworth MP, responding to PQ 102861, 21 Mar 2003


� Department for Transport 2004.





� RAC Cost of Motoring Index, March 2005.  Source: Deloitte Actuarial and Insurance Solutions Ltd.
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