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CHAPTER 1 The statistics of speeding 

Introduction

In the early 1990s, speed cameras were introduced to British roads, and by 2000 motorists were being issued with fines based on the fact that they had been ‘caught on camera’. Since then, local area partnerships, which operate safety cameras on Britain’s roads, have gradually built up in many regions of the UK, and introduced more cameras on the roads they are responsible for. 

Key statistics

· There were 2,223,093 speed limit offences detected in England and Wales in 2003, an increase of over 328% on the 519,000 detected in 1993;

· Across the UK, 4,403 speed cameras are in operation;

· In 2003-2004 revenue from speed cameras exceeded £114m;

· South Wales has more speed cameras than any other region, with 468 in total, while London has the fewest, with 125;

· Motorists in the North West committed the greatest number of speed limit offences during 2003, with 319,368 offences detected in this region. 

· Motorists in London committed the fewest speed limit offences, as 93,464 were detected in this region during 2003;

· In England and Wales, 1,679,500 fixed penalty notices for speed offences were issued during 2003;

· In 2004 there were 207,000 accidents on UK roads, 11.5% fewer than a decade ago;

· The South East was the most dangerous region in terms of casualties on the road in 2004, with 38, 869 casualties in 2004, while the South East was the safest.

There are over 4,400 speed cameras in England and Wales

In 2000, 8 local road safety partnerships (usually local authorities or police regions) installed speed cameras which could be used to issue penalties for speeding offences. By 2004, 35 local road safety partnerships had been set up for this purpose, although this does not cover the whole of the UK. Regions covered by local road safety partnerships are listed in the Appendix, Table 7.
There are 4,403 speed cameras currently in operation in the UK as part of the local road safety partnership scheme, although this figure only relates to the number of fixed, mobile and digital cameras in the country. 

In England and Wales, the Eastern region was home to the greatest number of speed cameras, with 670 across the six counties. The region with the fewest was London, with only 125. 
	Figure 1:
Geographical spread of speed cameras across England and Wales, 2004
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	Source: Datamonitor, Department for Transport
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There are three types of speed camera in operation on British roads as of 2004. The most common is the fixed camera, an unmanned, permanently housed camera on stretches of road with a record of a cluster of collisions. Mobile speed cameras are also used, which are manned by either a police officer or a civilian enforcement officer. Mobile units are used where there is no specific cluster but a longer stretch of dangerous road, or where collisions occur at specific times of day, or times of the year. Also used, although very rarely, are digital cameras, which are linked to an automatic number-plate reader and provide readings based on time over distance. These are used on long stretches of road with a high number of collisions.

In 2003, there were over 2.2m speed limit offences detected in England and Wales

The number of motoring offences committed on roads in England and Wales has risen substantially in the ten year period between 1993 and 2003, although this figure had been rising for several decades prior to this. In 2003, the number of speed limit offences detected in England and Wales reached 2,223,093. This represents a ten-year increase of over 328%, as there were 519,000 such crimes detected in 1993. Between 2002 and 2003 alone, the number of speeding offences detected in England and Wales rose by 45%, from 1,538,000 in 2002.

North West motorists are the most prolific speeders

In 2003, across the regions, motorists in the North West proved to be the worst speeders, in that this region recorded the highest number of speed limit offences committed. 319,368 speed limit offences were committed in the North West over the year.

Motorists in London were least likely to be caught speeding, as only 93,464 were detected in this region in 2003. Although other factors, such as congestion levels, contribute to this, London also has the fewest speed cameras in England.

More fixed penalty notices were issued in the South East than for anywhere else in England and Wales in 2003

The amount of fixed penalty notices issued to motorists for speed offences is another measure of the number of speed limit offences committed on the roads in England and Wales. Fixed penalty notices require the recipient to pay a £60 fine in the case of speeding, and in the case of speeding it is mandatory to endorse the drivers license with three points.

In England and Wales, 1,679,500 fixed penalty notices for speeding offences were issued during 2003. Drivers in the South East were issued with more fixed penalty notices than those in any other region, receiving 271,400 in 2003. The South generally received more fixed penalty notices than any other geographic region, as the South West received the second highest amount of fixed penalty notices, at 230,700. London motorists received the fewest fixed penalty notices in 2003, with 77,800.

In 2003-2004 revenue from speed cameras exceeded £114m

Since 2000, more and more partnerships have chosen to use speed cameras to enforce speed limits by issuing fines, or fixed penalty notices, to motorists caught on camera exceeding the speed limit. 

In the year April 2003 to March 2004, a total of £114,780,884 was collected by local partnerships as a result of speeding fines. London generated more revenue than any single county (although not more than any other region). Despite encompassing two counties, the North East region provided the lowest revenue from speed cameras in 2003-2004, with just £4,474,200 recovered. Of all the UK regions, the South West generated the most income, bringing in £15,227,340 in the year.

In 2004 there were 207,000 accidents on UK roads

Both the number of accidents and the number of casualties can be used to indicate how safe Britain’s roads are. The number of accidents on the road in the UK has been declining since 1997, when there were 240,000 accidents. Over the past ten years, the number of road accidents has declined by 11.5%. Over the same period, the number of casualties recorded on British roads also declined, and there were 280,840 casualties in 2004, a 10.8% decrease from the 315,000 recorded in 1994.
	Figure 2:
Motorists in the South East were almost four times as likely to be involved in an accident than those in the North East in 2004
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	Source: Datamonitor, Department for Transport
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In 2004 there were 248,762 casualties from road accidents in England. Among the regions, the South East was the most dangerous in terms of accidents, with 38,869 recorded casualties on the roads in the year. In contrast, the North East was the safest region in the UK, (including Wales and Scotland) with 11,458 casualties in 2004.

CHAPTER 2 Driver behaviour on UK roads

Introduction

In February 2006, YouGov surveyed over 2,000 people in Britain about their driving habits and speeding issues. Their responses provide a picture of the impact that speed cameras are having on Britain’s roads.

Key findings

· In the UK, 40% of motorists have received a speeding conviction, and more men than women are caught speeding;

· Almost half of all drivers surveyed said they occasionally speed up in between speed cameras, and 11% said they regularly did so;

· Of the drivers caught speeding by a camera, 69% said they believed they were driving safely for the road conditions at the time;

· 26% of those caught speeding by a camera said they knew they were speeding and had no excuse;

· Speed cameras encourage people to drive more erratically, according to 54% of drivers surveyed;

· 45% of convicted speeding drivers were caught by a speed camera, and 33% of those with speeding convictions were caught with permanent speed cameras;

· Two thirds of drivers think that speed cameras are mainly used to generate revenue;

· Only 13% of the drivers surveyed said that speed cameras were the best way to increase safe driving, and they were the tenth most popular safety measure of 13 potential road safety initiatives;

· In general, men are more negative about speed cameras than women.
	Figure 3:
A large proportion of British drivers are affected by speeding offences and speed cameras
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	Source: Datamonitor, YouGov Feb 2006
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Almost two fifths of British drivers have been convicted of speeding

Of all the drivers surveyed, 38% said they had received a conviction for speeding, that is, they had received points on their driving license or a fine. Of these, the majority, 22%, only had one conviction, while a further 10% had been convicted twice. Only 3% had been convicted more than three times. Of those who were convicted for speeding, 80% had a clean license when they were convicted.

Men were more likely to be caught speeding than women, with 51% of men admitting they had received a speeding conviction, whereas only 26% of women had been convicted. Men were also more likely to be repeat speeding offenders, as 10% had been convicted more than twice, while only 2% of women had been convicted on three or more occasions.

Scots were least likely to have been convicted of speeding, as 65% of Scottish respondents had never been convicted of speeding. Drivers in the Midlands and Wales region were most likely to have been convicted – 60% of respondents in this area had been convicted of speeding at least once. Drivers in the Southern regions (the South West and South East) were most likely to be repeat offenders, as 7% had been convicted three times or more.

In total, 8% of drivers in the UK convicted of speeding had been most recently convicted in the last six months, 19% in the last year and 45% had been most recently convicted within the last three years. This was relatively similar across the regions, although only 2% of drivers in the Midlands and Wales had been convicted in the past 6 months. In London, 47% of drivers had last been convicted of speeding 5 years ago or more.
Speed cameras caught 45% of those convicted of speeding
One third of respondents who had been convicted of speeding said they had been caught by a ‘permanent’ speed camera, one that the Department for Transport would define as ‘fixed’. All types of speed camera, including permanent cameras, temporary cameras and civilian speed enforcement operatives (who, along with the police, man mobile cameras) caught 45% of all speeding motorists surveyed. Drivers are most likely to be caught speeding by some form of speed camera, although 38% said that they had been caught by a police officer with a laser or radar hand-held detector.
Women were far more likely to be caught by speed cameras than men, as 46% of women surveyed said they had been caught by a permanent camera, and 61% had been caught by some kind of speed camera. This contrasted with male respondents, of whom only 27% had been caught by a permanent camera, and 39% had been caught by any kind of camera. Those in the North were most likely to be caught by a speed camera of some kind, as 54% in this region said they had been caught in this way.

Yo-yo Drivers and Accidental Speeders

There is strong evidence to suggest that the proliferation of speed cameras across the UK has created two new types of driver. These drivers can be grouped according to how their driving behavior is affected by the presence of speed cameras.

“Yo-Yo Drivers”

Drivers who regularly speed up and slow down depending on their distance from speed cameras are so-called “yo-yo drivers”. According to YouGov’s February 2006 survey of drivers across the UK, over half of all drivers sometimes behave like yo-yo drivers, saying they either regularly or occasionally speed up between speed cameras, slowing down as they come to a camera. A large minority also said they “automatically” braked whenever they saw a speed camera regardless of the speed they were doing, increasing the likelihood that they drove erratically. 

Men are more likely to be yo-yo drivers than women, and London drivers are more likely to yo-yo between speed cameras than drivers in any other region.

“Accidental Speeders”

Many drivers who might otherwise not consider themselves to be ‘speeding drivers’, or speed limit offenders, are now being caught by speed cameras, because they are driving above the speed limit without realizing it. Driver in this group are “accidental speeders”, and according to the results of YouGov’s February 2006 survey, could account for the majority of drivers caught speeding by speed cameras, around 73% according to respondents to the survey. Only those who recognized that they weren’t driving safely, or those who said they were driving too fast at the time, could be excluded from this group.
Accidental speeders are almost equally likely to be male or female. Of the drivers who have been caught speeding by a camera, the majority will have been accidental speeders, that is, those who were not aware they were speeding or felt they were driving appropriately when they were caught.
The majority of drivers caught speeding by cameras believe they were driving safely at the time

The majority of speeding drivers think that they were driving safely at the time they were caught by a camera, and very few think they were actually driving in a way that was unsafe. Despite this, few drivers dispute that they were over the speed limit, and around a quarter admitted that they were driving too fast and had no excuse.

Of the respondents who had been convicted of speeding after being caught by a speed camera, 69% said that they believed they had been driving safely for the conditions of the road at the time. In Scotland, over three quarters of respondents said they believed they had been driving safely, while London drivers were least likely to believe they had been driving safely, although 65% still thought they were.

Only 1% of all respondents said they believed they were not driving safely for the road conditions at the time. However, only 2% nationwide disputed the fact that they had actually been speeding, by saying “I do NOT believe I was really exceeding the speed limit – they made a mistake”).

Across all the regions, around a quarter of respondents said that they were simply driving too fast, and had no excuse for doing so. Overall, 26% of drivers convicted of speeding said this. In London, 32% thought this was the case, although only 22% of Scottish drivers felt this way.

The majority of drivers modify their driving in reaction to speed cameras

While 47% of British drivers say they occasionally speed up in between speed cameras, 11% say they regularly speed up between cameras, indicating that 58% of drivers in Britain modify their driving in reaction to having speed cameras on the roads. Only 36% of respondents said they always obeyed the speed limit regardless of cameras.  Fewer than 1% of respondents said that they paid no attention to the speed limit regardless of whether they were on a speed camera-monitored road or not.

Men were more likely to modify their driving by speeding up or down depending on the position of speed cameras, making them more likely than women to be “yo-yo drivers”. Of male respondents, 64% said they either occasionally or regularly speeded up between speed cameras, compared to just 50% of women. 
Regionally, 69% of Londoners modified their speed according to speed camera positioning, and drivers in London were also least likely to say they always obey the speed limit. In contrast, 52% of drivers in the Midlands and Wales said they modified their driving, and 43% said they always obeyed the speed limit, more than any other region.

Many drivers also said they “automatically” braked as soon as they saw a speed camera regardless of the speed they were doing. 45% overall said they automatically braked, with slightly more women than men doing this. Only 33% said that they did not automatically brake regardless of their speed.

The majority of drivers believe that speed cameras have a negative effect on driving quality

Speed cameras encourage people to drive more erratically, according to 54% of drivers surveyed. Only a quarter of respondents disagreed with this, and 19% said they were neutral. 

As well as erratic driving, the majority of drivers said they thought that drivers were less aware of other hazards when they were looking for speed cameras. According to 71%, drivers were more likely to fail to notice hazards, and only 10% did not agree that this happened. Scottish drivers were least likely to agree, but 62% still believed that drivers could miss hazards. 

The fact that many drivers looking for speed cameras may miss other hazards is important in light of the fact that over half of drivers say they sometimes modulate their speed depending on where they are on the road in relation to speed cameras. These drivers are potentially at risk of causing accidents while their attention is diverted by speed cameras on the road ahead.
Men were more likely to think that speed cameras had a negative effect on driving quality, as 59% said they caused erratic driving, and 72% said they caused ignorance of other hazards, opposed to 50% and 69% of women respectively agreeing with these.

Many drivers believe that speed cameras are not the best way of enforcing safety on Britain’s roads

In light of the fact that many drivers drive erratically in response to speed cameras, it is not surprising that many of the drivers surveyed said that speed cameras were not the best way to increase safe driving. Only 13% of the drivers surveyed said that speed cameras were the best way to increase safe driving, with 58% disagreeing that speed cameras were the best way to increase safe driving. About one quarter of respondents, 26%, neither agreed nor disagreed. Women were slightly more likely than men to believe that speed cameras were the best way to increase safety, as 15% of women agreed that they were.

Many drivers believe that other initiatives would be more effective in improving road safety than speed cameras. When respondents to YouGov’s survey were asked to suggest five road safety initiatives that would be effective, 65% believed that speed activated “flashing” warning signs that warn drivers they are exceeding the speed limit would improve road safety. This was by far the most popular option. Variable speed limits, the second most popular option, was suggested by 37% of those surveyed. In contrast, speed cameras were only the tenth most popular option, as 21% thought they would most improve road safety.

Two thirds of drivers think that speed cameras are mainly used to generate revenue 

The main use of speed cameras is to generate revenue for those operating them, according to 66% of those surveyed. Overall, 14% said they did not think that cameras are used to generate revenue. The majority of men, 69%, thought that speed cameras were mainly used for this purpose, as opposed to 63% of women. Regionally, drivers in the Midlands and Wales were most likely to agree, as 68% said speed cameras were mainly used for revenue generation.

Although many drivers said they believed revenue generation was the main purpose of speed cameras, a large minority do not think that speed cameras should be used for this purpose at all. When asked to identify up to two uses of speed camera revenue, 44% of drivers surveyed said speed cameras should NOT be used to raise money. Where drivers did think that speed cameras should be used to raise money, 32% thought money should go to the other emergency services, for example the fire brigade or ambulance service, and 28% thought that road safety charities should benefit. These were the most popular options, while only 6% thought that the current system, whereby money is used to help fund more cameras, was appropriate.
Appendix

Notes on the statistics

Due to the staggered roll-out of the safety camera programme, regions are not necessarily comparable in terms of number of cameras in operation or revenues from cameras. Statistics given by region reflect only concrete figures rather than calculations per capita or proportional to the population or kilometers of road in each region.

The number of speed cameras quoted regionally and for the UK in total refers to the figure as at July 2003, the end of the most recent period where figures have been made publicly available. Speed camera data does refer to ‘mobile’ cameras, but not to hand-held speed guns. UK data refers only to those regions in which partnerships operate. Data relating to revenues from speed cameras relates to the year April 2003 – March 2004. 

Data relating to motoring offences is currently publicly available to the end of the calendar year 2003, and relates to offences committed in England and Wales. Speed limit offences include offences detected using radar guns and other non-camera devices. Road accident data is available up to the end of 2004 and covers the whole of the UK except Northern Ireland.

YouGov statistics

With regard to YouGov polls, all results are shown as percentages of the relevant group within the whole survey group, for example the question “How long ago was your conviction for speeding?” will give responses as a percentage of those surveyed who previously said they had been convicted of speeding. Due to statistical error, in some cases the total percentage may sum to 101 or 102, as results cannot be returned in decimals, e.g. 0.6 of a respondent.

Data tables

	Table 1:
Speed limit offences in England and Wales, 1993-2003

	

	Year
	Number of offences (thousands)
	

	
	
	

	1993
	519
	

	1994
	602
	

	1995
	680
	

	1996
	752
	

	1997
	881
	

	1998
	962
	

	1999
	1,001
	

	2000
	1,188
	

	2001
	1,391
	

	2002
	1,538
	

	2003
	2,223
	

	
	
	

	

	Source: Datamonitor, Department for Transport
	D A T A M O N I T O R


	Table 2:
Fixed penalty notices issued for speed offences detected by camera, by region, 2003

	

	South East
	271,400
	

	South West
	230,700
	

	East
	226,700
	

	East Midlands
	205,100
	

	North West
	201,500
	

	West Midlands
	150,700
	

	Yorkshire & the Humber
	132,500
	

	Wales
	103,100
	

	North East
	80,000
	

	London
	77,800
	

	
	
	

	Total
	1,679,500
	

	

	Note: Only covers tickets paid where there is no further action taken.

Source: Datamonitor, Criminal Justice System Analysis
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	Table 3:
Total road accidents and casualties on the roads in the UK 

	

	Year
	
	Accidents (thousands)
	All casualties (thousands)

	
	
	
	
	

	1993
	
	229
	
	306

	1994
	
	234
	
	315

	1995
	
	231
	
	311

	1996
	
	236
	
	321

	1997
	
	240
	
	328

	1998
	
	239
	
	325

	1999
	
	235
	
	320

	2000
	
	234
	
	320

	2001
	
	229
	
	313

	2002
	
	222
	
	303

	2003
	
	214
	
	291

	2004
	
	207
	
	281

	
	
	
	
	

	

	Source: Datamonitor, Department for Transport
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	Table 4:
Total casualties on UK roads by region, 2003

	

	Region
	2004
	

	
	
	

	North East
	11,458
	

	North West
	37,448
	

	Yorkshire & the Humber
	27,049
	

	East Midlands
	21,293
	

	West Midlands
	25,924
	

	East  
	28,069
	

	London
	34,581
	

	South East 
	38,869
	

	South West
	24,071
	

	England
	248,762
	

	Wales
	13,687
	

	Scotland
	18,391
	

	
	
	

	Great Britain
	280,840
	

	

	Source: Datamonitor, Department for Transport
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	Table 5:
Revenue from speed cameras, April 2003-March 2004, UK

	

	Region 
	Revenue £
	

	
	
	

	Avon & Somerset
	5,949,060
	

	Bedfordshire
	3,655,200
	

	Cambridgeshire 
	1,245,780
	

	Cheshire
	1,803,840
	

	Cleveland
	1,268,640
	

	Cumbria
	1,618,740
	

	Derbyshire
	2,822,400
	

	Devon & Cornwall
	2,938,440
	

	Dorset
	3,959,040
	

	Essex
	5,137,740
	

	Fife
	618,540
	

	Grampian
	1,012,860
	

	Greater Manchester
	2,887,080
	

	Hampshire
	2,395,220
	

	Hertfordshire
	1,901,700
	

	Humberside
	2,680,860
	

	Kent
	3,296,740
	

	Lancashire
	5,073,600
	

	Leicestershire
	2,312,280
	

	Lincolnshire
	1,423,020
	

	London
	6,497,460
	

	Norfolk
	1,629,420
	

	North Wales
	3,374,820
	

	Northamptionshire
	3,349,140
	

	Northumbria
	3,205,560
	

	Nottingham
	3,331,800
	

	South Wales
	7,281,180
	

	South Yorkshire
	3,168,960
	

	Staffordshire
	2,436,240
	

	Strathclyde
	3,453,524
	

	Suffolk
	1,448,640
	

	Thames Valley
	6,698,760
	

	Warwickshire
	3,051,720
	

	West Mercia
	3,086,160
	

	West Midlands
	2,760,000
	

	West Yorkshire
	3,625,920
	

	Wiltshire
	2,380,800
	

	
	
	

	Total
	114,780,884
	

	

	Source: Datamonitor, National Safety Camera Programme, PA Consulting, 4 year evaluation report December 2005
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	Table 6:
Total speed limit offences by region 2003

	

	Region and police force area
	Speed limit offences
	

	
	
	

	North West
	319,368
	

	South East 
	313,805
	

	South West
	291,251
	

	East Midlands
	280,534
	

	East 
	257,986
	

	West Midlands
	211,061
	

	Wales
	189,689
	

	Yorkshire & the Humber
	160,455
	

	North East
	105,480
	

	London
	93,464
	

	
	
	

	England
	2,129,629
	

	
	
	

	England & Wales
	2,223,093
	

	

	Source: Datamonitor, Department for Transport
	D A T A M O N I T O R


	Table 7:
All speed cameras by region, July 2005

	

	Partnership 
	Total number of cameras
	

	
	
	

	Avon & Somerset
	332
	

	Bedfordshire
	106
	

	Cambridgeshire
	81
	

	Cheshire
	54
	

	Cleveland
	59
	

	Cumbria
	42
	

	Derbyshire
	115
	

	Devon & Cornwall
	130
	

	Dorset
	107
	

	Essex
	187
	

	Greater Manchester
	118
	

	Hampshire
	65
	

	Hertfordshire
	87
	

	Humberside
	68
	

	Kent & Medway
	123
	

	Lancashire
	289
	

	Leicestershire
	101
	

	Lincolnshire
	65
	

	London
	125
	

	Norfolk
	108
	

	North Wales
	73
	

	Northamptonshire
	106
	

	Northumbria
	139
	

	Nottinghamshire
	52
	

	South Wales
	468
	

	South Yorkshire
	111
	

	Staffordshire
	218
	

	Suffolk
	101
	

	Sussex
	82
	

	Thames Valley
	30
	

	Warwickshire
	63
	

	West Mercia
	60
	

	West Midlands
	194
	

	West Yorkshire
	269
	

	Wiltshire
	75
	

	
	
	

	Total
	4,403
	

	

	Source: Datamonitor, Department for Transport
	D A T A M O N I T O R


YouGov data tables

In February 2006, YouGov surveyed 2109 individuals across Britain, almost exactly equally split between women and men (50.2% were male). Of these, 20.6% were resident in London, 19.6% came from the South, 23.5% lived in the Midlands and Wales, 25.5% were Northern and Scots accounted for 8.8% of respondents.

	Table 8:
How many times, if at all, have you received a speeding conviction in the UK?

	

	% of responses
	Total
	Male
	Female
	London
	Rest of South
	Midlands and Wales
	North
	Scot land

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Never received a speeding conviction
	62
	51
	73
	61
	61
	60
	63
	65

	Once
	22
	27
	18
	20
	23
	24
	24
	19

	Twice
	10
	13
	6
	10
	9
	11
	8
	12

	Three times
	4
	6
	2
	6
	5
	3
	2
	3

	Four times
	1
	2
	0
	1
	0
	1
	1
	1

	Five times
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1
	1
	1
	1

	Six times
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	More than six times
	1
	1
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1
	0

	Prefer not to say
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	Source: Datamonitor, YouGov Feb 2006
	D A T A M O N I T O R


	Table 9:
How long ago was your (most recent) conviction for speeding?

	

	% of responses
	Total
	Male
	Female
	London
	Rest of South
	Midlands and Wales
	North
	Scot- land

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Less than 6 months ago
	8
	9
	5
	9
	10
	2
	10
	10

	6 months - 1 year ago
	11
	9
	15
	4
	6
	21
	9
	8

	1 - 2 years ago
	15
	16
	14
	9
	16
	14
	17
	25

	2 - 3 years ago
	11
	10
	13
	10
	15
	10
	10
	12

	3 - 4 years ago
	10
	8
	13
	12
	12
	8
	10
	7

	4 - 5 years ago
	6
	4
	8
	8
	6
	5
	5
	3

	Over 5 years ago
	39
	43
	32
	47
	35
	39
	39
	35

	Don’t know
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1
	0
	1

	

	Source: Datamonitor, YouGov Feb 2006
	D A T A M O N I T O R


	Table 10:
When you received your conviction for speeding did you have a clean license?

	

	% of responses
	Total
	Male
	Female
	London
	Rest of South
	Midlands and Wales
	North
	Scot- land

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I had a clean licence when I first received the conviction
	80
	81
	79
	71
	83
	81
	83
	82

	I already had points on my licence
	18
	17
	21
	24
	16
	19
	16
	17

	Can’t remember
	1
	2
	0
	5
	1
	0
	1
	1

	

	Source: Datamonitor, YouGov Feb 2006
	D A T A M O N I T O R


	Table 11:
How was your (most recent) speeding spotted/detected by the authorities?

	

	% of responses
	Total
	Male
	Female
	London
	Rest of South
	Midland and Wales
	North
	Scot- land

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	A ‘permanent’ speed camera
	33
	27
	46
	46
	26
	29
	40
	23

	A camera that was policing a temporary speed limit
	8
	7
	12
	2
	10
	9
	10
	7

	A traffic police officer with a radar or laser speed detector
	38
	44
	26
	35
	43
	36
	35
	43

	A civilian speed enforcement operative
	4
	5
	3
	1
	6
	7
	4
	0

	A traffic police officer in a police car 
	10
	12
	7
	13
	7
	11
	7
	19

	Some other way
	4
	4
	3
	3
	4
	5
	2
	6

	Don’t know/ Can’t remember
	2
	2
	3
	0
	4
	2
	2
	1

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	Source: Datamonitor, YouGov Feb 2006
	D A T A M O N I T O R


	Table 12:
Thinking about when you drove past the camera that recorded your speed, which of the following statements do you believe to be true?

	

	% of responses
	Total
	Male
	Female
	London
	Rest of South
	Midland and Wales
	North
	Scot- land

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I was driving safely for the road conditions at the time
	69
	70
	69
	65
	71
	67
	72
	76

	I wasn’t driving safely for the road conditions at the time
	1
	1
	0
	0
	3
	0
	0
	0

	It would have been dangerous for me to have reduced my speed to the required limit
	2
	2
	1
	0
	1
	2
	1
	2

	I was NOT really exceeding the speed limit – they made a mistake
	2
	1
	3
	2
	0
	5
	0
	0

	I was simply driving too fast, I have no excuse
	26
	26
	27
	32
	25
	25
	25
	22

	None of these
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Don’t know 
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	1
	2
	0

	

	Source: Datamonitor, YouGov Feb 2006
	D A T A M O N I T O R


	Table 13:
Which of these best describes your driving behaviour?

	

	% of responses
	Total
	Male
	Female
	London
	Rest of South
	Midland and Wales
	North
	Scot-
land

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I regularly speed up in between speed cameras
	11
	14
	8
	15
	10
	13
	10
	10

	I occasionally speed up in between speed cameras
	47
	50
	42
	54
	51
	39
	44
	51

	I always obey the speed limit
	36
	29
	44
	27
	31
	43
	41
	35

	I pay no attention to the speed limit regardless of whether there are camera present
	0
	1
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0

	I never drive on roads with speed cameras on
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1

	Don’t know / Prefer not to say
	5
	5
	4
	3
	6
	5
	4
	4

	

	Source: Datamonitor, YouGov Feb 2006
	D A T A M O N I T O R


	Table 14:
“I ‘automatically’ brake as soon as I see a camera regardless of the speed I am doing”

	

	% of responses
	Total
	Male
	Female
	London
	Rest of South
	Midlands and Wales
	North
	Scot-
land

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Agree
	45
	42
	49
	49
	46
	43
	45
	41

	Neither agree nor disagree
	21
	24
	18
	16
	19
	25
	23
	20

	Disagree
	33
	33
	33
	35
	34
	31
	31
	38

	Don't know
	1
	0
	1
	0
	1
	1
	1
	2

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	Source: Datamonitor, YouGov Feb 2006
	D A T A M O N I T O R


	Table 15:
“I speed up between cameras on roads”

	

	% of responses
	Total
	Male
	Female
	London
	Rest of South
	Midland and Wales
	North
	Scot-
land

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Agree
	29
	33
	25
	40
	26
	28
	26
	29

	Neither agree nor disagree
	32
	34
	30
	33
	36
	29
	30
	28

	Disagree
	37
	31
	44
	26
	35
	40
	43
	43

	Don’t know
	1
	2
	1
	1
	2
	2
	1
	1

	

	Source: Datamonitor, YouGov Feb 2006
	D A T A M O N I T O R


	Table 16:
Drivers are less aware of other hazards when they are looking out for speed cameras

	

	% of responses
	Total
	Male
	Female
	London
	Rest of South
	Midlands and Wales
	North
	Scot-
land

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Agree
	71
	72
	69
	73
	67
	78
	69
	62

	Neither agree nor disagree
	18
	17
	20
	14
	20
	13
	22
	26

	Disagree
	10
	10
	10
	12
	11
	8
	9
	12

	Don’t know
	1
	0
	1
	1
	2
	1
	0
	0

	

	Source: Datamonitor, YouGov Feb 2006
	D A T A M O N I T O R


	Table 17:
Speed cameras encourage people to drive more erratically

	

	% of responses
	Total
	Male
	Female
	London
	Rest of South
	Midlands and Wales
	North
	Scot-
land

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Agree
	54
	59
	50
	57
	54
	55
	54
	50

	Neither agree nor disagree
	19
	17
	22
	17
	19
	20
	18
	22

	Disagree
	25
	24
	26
	25
	25
	23
	27
	24

	Don’t know
	2
	1
	3
	2
	2
	2
	2
	3

	

	Source: Datamonitor, YouGov Feb 2006
	D A T A M O N I T O R


	Table 18:
Speed cameras are used mainly as a revenue generating opportunity

	

	% of responses
	Total
	Male
	Female
	London
	Rest of South
	Midlands and Wales
	North
	Scot-
land

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Agree
	66
	69
	63
	64
	67
	68
	65
	63

	Neither agree nor disagree
	18
	16
	20
	16
	16
	17
	20
	20

	Disagree
	14
	15
	14
	18
	16
	11
	14
	15

	Don’t know
	2
	1
	3
	1
	1
	3
	1
	2

	

	Source: Datamonitor, YouGov Feb 2006
	D A T A M O N I T O R


	Table 19:
What do you think should happen to the money raised by speed cameras? Select up to two options

	

	% of responses
	Total
	Male
	Female
	London
	Rest of South
	Midland and Wales
	North
	Scot-
land

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	The money should go to the local police force
	19
	19
	18
	19
	19
	18
	20
	21

	The money should go to other emergency services e.g. ambulance, fire brigade
	32
	29
	34
	28
	32
	33
	34
	28

	The money should be donated to road safety charities including research into road safety
	28
	27
	28
	26
	29
	26
	30
	20

	The money should go to the local council
	9
	9
	8
	12
	6
	7
	8
	12

	The money should be used to help fund more cameras as at present
	6
	8
	4
	8
	4
	5
	8
	4

	The money should be used to help fund other anti-speeding initiatives
	24
	26
	22
	26
	25
	21
	26
	22

	Speed cameras should NOT be used to raise money 
	44
	46
	41
	41
	51
	45
	41
	39

	Other
	4
	5
	3
	4
	2
	4
	4
	5

	Don’t know
	5
	4
	7
	8
	5
	4
	3
	8

	

	Source: Datamonitor, YouGov Feb 2006
	D A T A M O N I T O R


	Table 20:
The best way to increase safe driving is speed cameras

	

	% of responses
	Total
	Male
	Female
	London
	Rest of South
	Midlands and Wales
	North
	Scot-
land

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Agree
	13
	10
	15
	12
	15
	11
	12
	11

	Neither agree nor disagree
	26
	24
	30
	27
	26
	25
	26
	31

	Disagree
	58
	65
	52
	57
	57
	61
	59
	55

	Don’t know
	3
	1
	4
	4
	2
	2
	2
	3

	

	Source: Datamonitor, YouGov Feb 2006
	D A T A M O N I T O R


	Table 21:
Which, if any, of the following initiatives do you think most improve road safety? Select up to five options

	

	% of responses
	Total
	Male
	Female
	London
	Rest of South
	Midland and Wales
	North
	Scot-land

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Speed activated ‘Flashing’ warnings signs that warn drivers they are exceeding the speed limit
	65
	66
	65
	60
	65
	68
	71
	61

	Variable speed limits – e.g. where the speed limit changes depending on the traffic and road conditions
	37
	41
	34
	39
	35
	39
	40
	26

	Traffic calming measures – such as speed bumps or road markings e.g. painted red, chevrons
	35
	34
	36
	35
	41
	31
	34
	36

	‘Keep your distance’ chevrons on motorways
	32
	30
	33
	30
	33
	33
	31
	32

	Driver education schemes – e.g. speeding adverts on the TV
	30
	31
	29
	32
	28
	31
	28
	31

	Advanced driver training – after the L-test
	28
	29
	27
	24
	31
	30
	26
	33

	In car speed warning systems that warn the driver of speed limits and radar
	28
	27
	30
	24
	25
	28
	35
	27

	

	Source: Datamonitor, YouGov Feb 2006
	D A T A M O N I T O R


	Table 22:
Which, if any, of the following initiatives do you think most improve road safety? Select up to five options (continued)

	

	% of responses
	Total
	Male
	Female
	London
	Rest of South
	Midland and Wales
	North
	Scot-land

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Drivers obeying the two second rule
	27
	31
	24
	18
	32
	32
	26
	29

	A ‘speed spy’ device – a satellite system in the car that applies the breaks or cuts the accelerator if you go above the speed limit
	22
	19
	25
	23
	22
	18
	26
	25

	Speed cameras
	21
	21
	21
	24
	14
	16
	26
	25

	In school pre-Driver training
	20
	17
	22
	20
	24
	17
	20
	17

	Harder L-test - driving test harder to pass
	20
	21
	19
	23
	20
	20
	18
	20

	Signs saying ‘X town welcomes careful drivers’
	4
	4
	4
	4
	5
	6
	2
	4

	Other specific initiatives
	6
	8
	4
	5
	6
	7
	6
	6

	None of these
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	1

	Don’t know
	4
	3
	5
	4
	4
	4
	4
	5

	

	Source: Datamonitor, YouGov Feb 2006
	D A T A M O N I T O R
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